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East-West Ratio of Labor Productivity and Wages,
1991-2004
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Unemployment Rates in Germany, 1998-2004
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Migration in Germany, 1957 to 2000

Source: Hunt (2006)

4 / 20



Regression on State-Level Data (Hunt, 2006)
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Results from Regression on State-Level Data (Hunt,
2006)
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Results from Age-Specific Regression (Hunt, 2006)
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Results from Regression on Individual Data (Hunt,
2006)
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Results from Regression on Individual Data (Hunt,
2006)
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Results from Age-Specific Regression (Hunt, 2006)
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Work Hours in Europe and the US: The Facts

Labor Supply

Country
Total Hours per Week per Person 

(age 15-64) in 2004

US 25.1

UK 21.4

Belgium 17.9

Denmark 20.6

Finland 19.7

France 18.0

Germany 18.7

Greece 20.1

Ireland 20.1

Italy 16.7

Netherlands 17.3

Norway 19.9

Portugal 17.0

Spain 18.1

Sweden 19.1

Source: Alesina, Glaeser, Sacerdote (2005)

11 / 20



Work Hours in Europe and the US: A Decomposition

Country
Total Hours per 

Week per Person

US 25.1

France 18

Germany 18.7

Italy 16.7

Source: Alesina, Glaeser, Sacerdote (2005)
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Work Hours in Europe and the US: A Decomposition
(cont.)

Country
Total Hours per 

Week per Person
Employment/Pop 

15-64

US 25.1 0.72

France 18 0.64

Germany 18.7 0.66

Italy 16.7 0.57

Source: Alesina, Glaeser, Sacerdote (2005)
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Work Hours in Europe and the US: A Decomposition
(cont.)

Country
Total Hours per 

Week per Person
Employment/Pop 

15-64
Weeks Worked 

per Year

US 25.1 0.72 46.2

France 18 0.64 40.5

Germany 18.7 0.66 40.6

Italy 16.7 0.57 41

Source: Alesina, Glaeser, Sacerdote (2005)
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Work Hours in Europe and the US: A Decomposition
(cont.)

Country
Total Hours per

Week per Person
Employment/Pop 

15-64

Weeks 
Worked per 

Year
Usual Weekly 

Hours per Worker

US 25.1 0.72 46.2 39.4

France 18 0.64 40.5 36.2

Germany 18.7 0.66 40.6 36.5

Italy 16.7 0.57 41 37.4

Source: Alesina, Glaeser, Sacerdote (2005)
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Time Series of Work Hours in Europe and the US

Source: Alesina, Glaeser, Sacerdote (2005)

16 / 20



Time Series of Work Hours and GDP in Europe and
the US

GDP per 
capita

GDP per hour 
worked

Hours worked 
per capita

1970 2000 1970 2000 1970 2000
EU-15
(US=100) 69 70 65 91 101 77

Source: Blanchard (2004)
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Work Hours in Europe and the US: Evidence from
Prescott (2004)
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Work Hours and Tax Rates Across Countries, 2001

Source: Alesina, Glaeser, Sacerdote (2005)
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Results from Prescott (2004)
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